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made by the League of Nations to use the treaty provisions
that did exist for reconsidering rectification of boundaries
and the rights of minorities in Central Europe and elsewhere.
As a result of this neglect, seething unrest in certain districts
of almost every small State paved the way for German inter-
vention, avowedly on behalf of oppressed minorities, and
well might Hitler boast that self-determination was the
political dynamite with which he would destroy the Versailles
settlement. It is tedious to stress the obvious; nevertheless the
treaty-makers of the future will fall into grievous error once
again unless they bear constantly in mind that the existence
of a united Germany (dominated as of old by Prussia), side
by side with a number of small faction-ridden nations, was
the fruit of the 1919 peace treaties, and that a Europe con-
stituted upon these lines broke up within two decades.

At the present time the foreign situation is complicated by
the fact that, while acts of aggression have been committed
in Europe by both Germany and Russia, the Allies, who are
ostensibly fighting for the rule of law and order throughout
the world, axe at war with the former but still at peace with
the latter. Nevertheless, it would be generally admitted that
no peace settlement can be complete until liberty has been
restored to all persecuted nations alike, so we can assume
that the pledges made to recreate a free Poland and Czech
State (although not of necessity with the same frontiers as
were accepted in 1919) will be extended to cover Finland
and any other countries which may be attacked during the
course of the conflict. The real problem, however, at the end
of this war will be on the one hand to devise methods that
will prevent the future rulers of Germany from ever attaining
the strategic position required for the launching of another
world struggle, and on the other to abolish the kind of
grievances in Central Europe which Hitler has been able to
exploit so cleverly of late.

The best way, in my view, to avoid a repetition of
past errors would be to tackle the minority question at
the very start. Experience has shown that no paper
safeguards for minorities are worth a great deal, so
wherever possible steps should be taken directly after the